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I suppose most of the former keynote speakers at Beijing Forum are either noted scholars or influential 
statesman. I may be the first businessman invited here to deliver a speech. When tracing back human history, we can 
find that businessmen often acted as the pioneers of various social activities. It is businessmen who time and again 
opened the doors of communication between civilizations. Most of the roads leading towards exchanges of 
civilizations, such as the Silk Road, were carved out by businessmen. An era of thriving business is often at the 
same time blessed with peaceful coexistence of the mankind. As a businessman, I’d like to share with you some of 
my reflections on the peaceful coexistence of the mankind. 
The theme of Beijing Forum, “The Harmony of Civilizations and Prosperity for All”, reflects the need of 
diversified cultural coexistence. Throughout human history, we can find that diversified civilizations have never 
existed on a large scale in the global community. There were of course small scale cases of coexistence, like the Silk 
Road, which were usually confined to locals and regions. But, just as Professor Robert A. Scalapino claimed, the 
development of science nowadays has shortened the global distance, bringing people with different backgrounds and 
from different civilizations closer. 
Before the 18th century, China was very powerful. Even in 1800, China’s production value accounted for 1/3 of 
the world total. At that time, the West was relatively weak. From the end of the 18th century to the early period of 
the 19th century, the Western countries, after going through the Renaissance, the Enlightenment, Rationalism and 
the Industrial Revolution, became stronger and stronger. As one side was too strong and the other too weak, there 
was no need of coexistence and harmony. Therefore, we can conclude that there was no single era in history when 
Eastern and Western civilizations need to coexist harmoniously. 
China has benefited a great deal from its 30 years’ reform and opening up. Is it a sign of the continual prosperity 
of China’s 4000 years’ brilliant civilization? If yes, Chinese Civilization, which can best represent the Eastern 
civilization, necessitates the coexistence between the Eastern and Western Civilizations. Diversified cultural 
coexistence requires the harmony of civilizations. Anyway, the advancement of technologies accelerated China’s 
development during the past 30 years, which produced both enormous challenges and opportunities to the 
diversified mankind civilizations. This is the first time in human history when there is a large scale global call for 
cultural coexistence and mankind harmony. 
Then, we may wonder: is the harmony of diversified civilizations possible? 
I believe so. One fundamental reason is that, whether Eastern or Western Civilizations, the mankind share similar 
pleasures, angers, sorrows and joys. They all quest for the true, the good and the beautiful. They all have material as 
well as spiritual needs. Human nature, west or east, have something in common. This simple truth thus becomes a 
profound one. Only by understanding it, there is a probability for us to achieve coexistence and harmony of human 
civilizations. 
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Meanwhile, we can not deny the vast differences between the Eastern and Western Civilizations. Hence, the 
harmony of civilizations can not always be fulfilled. The Western Civilization can be traced back to Socrates, Plato, 
Aristotle, Judaism and Christianity; while the Eastern Civilization, especially Chinese Civilization, stemmed from 
Lao Zii, Zhuang Ziii, Confucius and Mencius. There are common features between the two civilizations. For 
example, the East highlights ethics and the West values virtues. But there are more differences than similarities. For 
instance, Socrates advocated dialectic approach; Plato believed that rulers must have philosophical insights. To sum 
up, the West promoted not only morality, but also scientific knowledge, which was rare in traditional China. 
Judaism and Christianity called for not only virtues, but also dharma and practice, which the Chinese philosophy 
was lack of. In Chinese history, Legalism and Mohism, which comparatively resembled Western thoughts, did not 
become the mainstream during the past 2000 years. Later on, the Confucius school of idealist philosophy of the 
Song and Ming Dynasties also had more differences than similarities compared with Western philosophy of the 
latest 500 years. 
In a nutshell, Western philosophy was rooted in Judaism and Christianity while the Eastern one was known for its 
Confucianism. Both Judaism and Christianity are religions about deity, which is objective. Therefore, the Western 
Civilization is relatively objective. By comparison, Confucianism advocated that “Man and heaven merges into 
one”. As for the notion “heaven”, people vary in their perceptions, which demonstrate the subjectivity and flexibility 
involved. The West has an objective god, which is in fact the truth. Westerners pursue truth. The Easterners, on the 
contrary, is in pursuit of harmony. The West pays attention to individuals while the East lays emphasis on family 
and collective. The Western society is marked by conflict or antagonism, while the Eastern one was characterized by 
compromise. The Western people are proactive while their Eastern counterparts are inhibited. The West emphasizes 
legality while the East upholds class ruling. The West attaches importance to decentralization of power while the 
East lays stress on centralization of power. The West highlights freedom and democracy, while China today 
implements democratic centralism which, to the Westerners’ minds, is unbelievable and contradictory, because 
democracy can not go alongside with centralism. Under the cultural context of “harmoniousness” in China, 
however, there seems to be no contradictions. 
The Eastern and Western Civilizations used to be poles apart. Coupled with different languages, arts, sciences, 
societies, thoughts, interpersonal relations, etc., everything is different among different nations. Let’s enumerate 
some examples. Western languages, English and German in particular, are accurate; the Chinese language is full of 
beauty, but very hazy in nature. In Western painting, the artists would paint through the dissection of human bodies, 
which is deemed unimaginable by Chinese; traditional Chinese painting is also very charming, but conveys rather 
vague images. Two strokes may make a peach, three strokes a person, four a bird and five a whole picture. Take 
medicine as another example. Traditional Chinese medicine stresses yin and yang, which are intangible and have not 
been quantized; the West emphasizes analysis and quantization. Eastern people uphold environmental protection 
because they value the relationship between man and nature; in the West, people advocate environmental protection 
out of practical consideration, because, without environmental protection, they may have no water to drink and no 
energy to use. 
Since Eastern and Western Civilizations are different, they need to understand each other so as to achieve 
harmony, or at least peaceful coexistence. Then, here is another question: can Eastern and Western Civilizations 
succeed in understanding each other? 
To some extent, they have had some understandings, which maybe superficial. But there are some difficulties and 
problems, which caused the lack of profoundity in mutual understanding. I will name one example for each 
civilization respectively. 
The East does not know enough about Western Civilization. A large number of Easterners, even Eastern political 
leaders, are not familiar with the cornerstone of Western Civilization—Judaism and Christianity. However, most of 
the historical events, including the Renaissance, the Enlightenment, the Industrial Revolution, Colonialism and 
Imperialism, which influenced the Western model shaped today, were all closely related to Christianity. Some 
elements dominant in Western thoughts at present also have something to do with Judaism and Christianity. 
Freedom, equality, legality, human rights and democracy can not be divorced from Christianity. As a result, I often 
say to my friends, including some friends from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs such as former Foreign Minister Li 
Zhaoxing, the study of American situations and Sino US relations necessitates a full understanding of the basics of 
Western Civilization—Judaism and Christianity. Currently, many people harbor a lot of complaints towards US 
President George W. Bush, who is actually a revivalist Christian. If one knows nothing about Christianity and 
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revivalist Christianity, he can hardly understand some actions President Bush has taken; on the contrary, a good 
understanding of Christianity will help figure out many of his behaviors. 
The West also does not fully understand Eastern Civilization. I had the honor to participate in Beijing Forum last 
year. I remember Professor Yuan Xingpei of Peking University said that Chinese Civilization centered on 
“harmoniousness”, which is also the theme of Beijing Forum. But many Westerners are confused about the concept 
“harmoniousness”. They wonder why we Chinese lay so much emphasis on “harmoniousness”. While 
“harmoniousness” is not the key of Western values, it is indeed that of the Eastern ones. Some people claim that the 
reason why President Hu Jintao or other Chinese leaders of all ages has highlighted “harmoniousness” is to facilitate 
ruling over the people. They have neglected the fact that “harmoniousness” has been the gem of Chinese 
Civilization for thousands of years and that harmony was not initiated by President Hu. Harmony has brought about 
4000 years’ brilliant culture and civilization to China. How can we deny it as useless? 
Last year, another speaker Amartya Sen mentioned that, American Professor Samuel Huntington once spoke 
about “the Clash of Civilizations”. As a protector of Chinese Civilization, Peking University stresses “the Harmony 
of Civilizations”, instead of “the Clash of Civilizations”. It is really remarkable that Westerners pay attention to 
clash while Chinese attach importance to harmony. Professor Yuan also said that the historical enlightenments of 
Chinese Civilization can be boiled down to five aspects. Firstly, peace and harmony; secondly, tolerance; thirdly, 
liberalness; fourthly, renovation; fifthly, opening-up. Some audience may disapprove Professor Yuan’s speech as a 
lie for the fact that during the past 200 years, China did not practice the five principles at all. But 200 years’ 
downfall can definitely not write off 4000 years’ grand civilization, which indeed embraced the five points. Other 
listeners may doubt over the usefulness of “the Harmony of Civilizations”, which, to their minds, is nothing but 
outdated and useless conventions. As a matter of fact, these five principles, harmony and tolerance in particular, 
have direct bearing upon the thoughts and decisions of all Chinese people, including Chinese leaders, every day at 
every moment. 
At the opening ceremony of Beijing Forum last year, there came a friend of mine, who is a renowned expert 
studying China. He has written many books about China and the latest one stands at four to five centimeters in 
thickness. I am afraid that, after listening to Professor Yuan’s speech, he may find this book uninteresting and 
unneeded. However, this professor is still writing more books about China. 
When the President of Peking University invited me to deliver a speech here, I thought there was no need to do 
so. We could just translate Professor Yuan’s lecture into English and read it at the conference, because it is the 
Westerners, rather than Chinese, who understand his thoughts. 
The West and the East indeed have many differences. What if diversified civilizations fail to coexist peacefully 
and harmoniously? 
To my mind, the failure of coexistence and harmony of civilizations can incur colossal losses. The disharmony of 
civilizations is bound to trigger clashes of civilizations, which inevitably will bring about military conflicts. The 
direst thing of the 20th century was that human invented self extinctive weapons. The failure of harmonious 
coexistence of diversified civilizations will become the disaster of the mankind. Hence, the harmony of civilizations 
is more than a dispensable question for discussion. It should be not only a subject in the academic field, but the 
common concern of the mankind, which calls for immediate attention. 
Some people think that China’s development will pose military challenges to the West. I do not agree with this 
view. In my opinion, China’s development will bring about contacts between the Eastern and Western Civilizations, 
which process is accompanied with challenges towards the two civilizations. Can they qualify for “civilizations”? 
Are we civilized enough? Whether the two civilizations have endowed humans with sufficient wisdom to march 
towards harmonious coexistence, instead of clash of civilization? 
Finally, I’d like to put forward some suggestions to conclude my speech. 
In order to coexist in harmony, the East and the West need to learn about each other, which requires them to 
respect, tolerate, appreciate and learn from each other, so as to yield mutual benefits. This agrees with what Mr. Fei 
Xiaotong proposed at Beijing Forum in 2004, namely “self and mutual appreciation of beauty and a world of great 
harmony”. 
Then, how to achieve harmony between the Eastern and Western Civilizations? To begin with, I must admit I do 
not possess profound wisdom. I am not a great thinker, but we have a lot of great thinkers here; I am not a renowned 
professor, but we have many here; I am not a statesman either; I am just a businessman. But businessmen’s thoughts 
are usually viable. 
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During the past decade, I have strongly held the opinion that the world is in need of bicultural, not just bilingual 
people. Language is no doubt important and indispensable, but we need to culture bicultural world citizens on the 
basis of bilingual proficiency. Whatever country one comes from, every individual has his own cultural root. One 
without a cultural root is pathetic. In the meanwhile, we can become world citizens, as we are bicultural. In order to 
cultivate bicultural people, we can not start from university education, but from the phase of infant education. Kids 
are most receptive to new things. We need to lead them to learn another language, another history and another 
culture, so that they can be bicultural. The ideal situation is that they have chances to be totally immersed in a 
different culture. Western students can move to Beijing or Shanghai, and Eastern students can live in the West. 
I came across a good friend in Australia the other day, who is the president of a large enterprise. When he took 
me to visit a local Chinese museum, his grandson, catching sight of me, began to sing a Chinese song for me. At this 
sight, I could not help thinking that the mankind is still blessed with hopes. The children and grandchildren of many 
of my friends in the USA are learning Chinese. 
Just now, President Hao introduced me as the Deputy Director of Asia Society. As we know, Asia Society has an 
educational website in New York, USA, which specially set up awards for teachers and students of primary and 
secondary schools there, so as to encourage them to learn Asian cultures. Of course, we can not neglect university 
students. As far as I am concerned, all the Eastern and Western secondary school and university students should 
learn each other’s history of thoughts as compulsory courses. UNESCO, namely the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organizations, can set down some standard courses regarding this aspect. It would be better 
if students can have direct access to other nations’ cultures for a long time. From a nation’s perspective, squandering 
money in military equipment to guard against others is outweighed by money used for cultural exchanges. Beijing 
Forum is a good case in point. The prevention of military conflict should give way to that of cultural clash. 
The advancement of technologies and the development of China have resulted in exchanges of diversified 
civilizations. The clash of civilizations has brought about unprecedented opportunities and challenges for the 
mankind. It is up to us to decide the harmony or clash of civilizations. I do hope we can make a wise choice. 
Thank you! 
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